
      

 

December, 2010 
 
Dear Friend of Literacy: 
 
Literacy Volunteers-Winchester Area changes lives and builds community by strengthening 
reading, writing, math, English language learning, GED preparation, citizenship, and com-
puter skills. Using a learner-centered approach, we offer our learners the necessary tools to 
encourage and foster their personal and economic growth.  Once they see that they can be 
successful, they begin the journey to greater independence.      
 
To continue our mission, we need your financial support. 
 
We recruit, train and support community volunteers who want to help their community by 
improving the literacy of their fellow residents.  Our volunteers believe that access to liter-
acy education is essential to sustaining the community-wide aspirations of strengthening 
families, enabling parents to participate in the education of their children, and ensuring ac-
cess to opportunities for economic advancement.  It is the only way we will move forward.   
 
Please take a moment to learn why we want you to help be a part of this effort.   
 
Sincerely, 

Jean 
Jean Lee, Executive Director 

 
 
 
 

 
Adult Spelling BEE: April 7, 2011    

 

The Fifth Annual Adult Spelling BEE brought in $12,000 in 
2010 and represented twenty-seven percent of the operating 
budget.  Our goal for 2011 is to increase this amount by 20%.   

Ten teams of adult spellers try to out-spell one another and 
earn bragging rights for a year.  There are many other activities 
at our BEE , to keep you smiling and engaged. 
  
You can help us raise the additional 20% by being an event 
sponsor, sponsoring a team, donating raffle basket items, and 
purchasing  tickets for yourself and friends.  There is no other 
event in the area quite like our Adult Spelling BEE.   

 

 

L I T E R A C Y  

V O L U N T E E R S -  

W I N C H E S T E R  

A R E A  Literacy Today  
Empowering adults and families to reach their goals. 

Board of Directors 

Bonnie Flax, President 

Jennifer Seo, Vice 
President 

Kate Simpson, Secre-
tary 

Dawn Snow, Treasurer 

Jim Angelo 

Marsha Childs 

Charlotte Fritts 

Susan Helsley 

Wendy Longerbeam 

David Shore 

Staff 

Jean Lee, Director    

Karen Brill, Program/

Volunteer Coordinator   

Carol Burns,  Adm Assôt    

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  

 9  A.M. to  5 P.M. 

Contact: 

301 N. Cameron Street 

Winchester, VA 22601 

540-536-1648 

ad@lvwa.org 

www.lvwa.org 

We are on Facebook!   

 

National Institute of Literacy Facts:  

 One in five Americans cannot read this newsletter. 

 Children are 5 times more likely to drop out of  high school if their  

 parents are unemployed and lack a high school diploma.   

Put the FUN in Fundraising  



All of our services 

are provided by  

 

Volunteers! 
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How Much Does a 

High School Dropout 

Cost? 
 

Researchers have started to 

examine various annual and 
lifetime costs associated with 

high school dropouts. 
 

The US could save between 

$7.9 and $10.8 bi llion 
annually by improving 

educational attainment among 
all recipients of Temporary 

Assistance to Needy Families, 
food stamps and housing 

assistance. (Garfinkle et. 
al,2005). 

 

A high school dropout 
contributes about $60,000 less 

in taxes over a lifetime 
(Rouss,2005). 

 
If the male graduation rate 

were increased by only 5 

percent, the nation would see 
an annual savings of $4.9 

billion in crime-related costs
(All iance for Excellent 

Education ,2006). 
 

America could save more than 
$17 billion in Medicaid and 

expenditures for health care 

for the uninsured  by 
graduating al l students 

(Al l iance for Excellent 
Education, 2006). 

 
Virginia ranks 37th nationally 

in state expenditures for adult 

educa tion and l i teracy. 
(Governors Report, 2008 ). 

 

 Many Accomplishments   
ß Our staff and volunteers recruited and 

trained 23 new volunteers.    

ß Served over 120 adults in all of our pro-

grams.  

ß Adult learners attended more than 2200 

hours of tutoring.  

ß Tutors and small group instructors volun-

teered more than 2100 hours. 

* Instructors provided classroom instruction 

in computer literacy to over 40 adults. 

* Provided classroom instruction in com-

puter literacy to over 40 adults. 

Volunteers Are Amazing! 
On a very cold January morning volunteers 

showed up at 6:30 AM to unload a truck full 

of Rubbermaid products.   

They stuck around and sold mop handles, 

trash cans and all types of plastic-ware all 
for the cause.   

 

Karen Brill, Program/Volunteer Coordi-

nator. Karen was registering  guests  for 

Spelling Bee in this photo. 

ß The Board of Directors success-

fully executed two major fund rais-
ers. 

ß The President and two other board 

members attended board develop-
ment training sessions presented 
by Our Health. 

ß Received two grant awards from 
the Virginia Department of Educa-

tion and the Virginia Literacy 
Foundation.  

ß A grant from Our Health for 

$20,000 to increase the capacity of 
the organization to provide ser-
vices.  

ß  $3,000 from the Regional Literacy 
Coordinating Council to purchase 
materials and supplies and to sup-

port staff.   
  

     According to Karen, the program is ñbuzzingò with the activity 

of volunteers and adult learners.  Currently we have twenty-five 

active volunteers involved in tutoring, facilitating computer liter-

acy classes and math labs, teaching adults in ESOL programs at 

Highland Presbyterian Church and Montague Avenue United 

Methodist Church, and reading to children in several local daycare 

settings.   

      In addition, we are assisting seven adult learners in a pre-GED 

program, as part of our collaboration with Northern Shenandoah 

Valley Adult Educationôs GED program.  This support is provided 

by individual tutors and small group classes in math. 

      One of our volunteers works with two of the pre-GED adult 

learners on reading, vocabulary, science, history and writing. 

Diana Omohundro reports that both students are making great pro-

gress and come to class on a regular basis.  ñItôs very rewarding 

for me,ò said Diana.     

News from Karen                 Program/Volunteer Coordinator 

L I T E R A C Y  T O D A Y   



 Thank You to Our CASH Donors     July 2009 to November 2010 
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$1000 to $5,000 
 

Bank of Clarke County 
Bayliss Wealth Management  

Cardiovascular Group at Selma 
Dermatology Associates 
First Presbyterian Church 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Flax 
 Grace Lutheran Church 
Harry Isaacs Foundation 

RLCC 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Shipe 

Valley Health 
Valley Proteins 

Virginia Literacy Foundation 
Wachovia Bank 

Winchester Imaging 
Winchester Star 

 

$200 to $999 
 

B B and T 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Braswell  

Dan Ryan Builders 
Dr. and Mrs. Chad Dansie 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Froehlich 
Highland Presbyterian Church 
Kiwanis Club of Winchester  

Dr. and Mrs. Bryan Kornreich 
Mr. and Mrs. David Lewis  

Linden Heights Animal Hospital 
Lord Fairfax Community College 

Ms. Jeanne Massie 
Ms. Lynn McDonald 

Mr. and Mrs. Monty Rhodes 
Dr. Cheryl Robson Associates 
 Rotary Club of Clarke County 

Winchester Public Schools 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Selzer  
Dr. and Mrs. Ramsey Sfeir 

Dr. and Mrs. David Snow 

Dr. Michael Torkelson 

Ms. Diane Tutelo 

Water Street Design 

Winchester City Public Schools 

Mr. and Mrs. John Wohlever 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are made readers on the laps of 
their parents.ò   

               Emile Buchwald  

$25 to  $199 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Abrams  

Autotech 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Babb 

 Mr. George Bagley 

Mr. H.K.Benham, III 

Books ETC Book Club 

Mr. and Mrs. Woodward Bousquet 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Bowser 

Mr. and Mrs. Darwin Braden 

Mr. Donald Buckley 

Mr. Charles Casey 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cestaro 

Ms. Marsha Childs and John Copenhaver 

Ms. Diane Clawson 

Dr. Laura Dabinette 

Dr. Cee Ann Davis 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dorsey 

Ms. Margaret Douglas 

Ms. Brenda Druen 

 Ms. Penny Dunham 

Ms. Ann Cross 
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Edwards 

Mr. Gregory Eisenhower 
Dr. and Mrs. Frederic Farra 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ferrari 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Flax 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Foreman 

Ms. Betty Friant 
Ms. Susan Groom 

Ms. Janet Harrison 

Dr. and Mrs. J. Cullen Hardy   
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hobert 

Mr. Joseph Hott 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Jackson             

Mr. Michael Jeffries 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Johnson 

   Dr. and Mrs. James Laidlaw 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lamanna 

Ms. Pam Lamborne 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Long 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lore 

Mr. and Mrs. David McKinney 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Merkel 

Mr. and Mrs. David Merrill 
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. John Milleson 

Mr. Michael Morrison 
Mr. and Mrs. David Orndorff 

Drs. Juan Pittaluga & Maria Bogaert 
Ms. Joyce Ray 

Ms. Mary Potter Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Robinson  

Mr. and  Mrs. Scott Rosenfeld 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schmitt  

Ms. Jennifer Seo   

Mr. and Mrs. James Simpson   
Dr. and Mrs. Terry Sinclair 

Mr. Sid Sirota 
Ms. Patricia Souders 

Dr. and Mrs. William Stiebel 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Taliaferro 

Ms. Mary Tedrow 

Tire Distributors 
Ms. Christina Voskamp 

.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Ms. Susan Turner 
Washington Homeopathic  

Mr. and Mrs. John Wolk 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zimmerman  

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Zuckerman 
 

 
 

In- Kind Contributions 
 

There have been many, 
many in- kind gifts and ser-

vices during this time period.   
The in- kind donations contribute to 
the success of the fundraising events.   
Together it all works ,and we are very 

grateful for each and everyone! 
 

 
LV- WA provides literacy skills to 
enable adults to reach their full  
potential as individuals, parents,  

employees and citizens.  



 

 

 

Literacy Volunteers-Winchester Area 

301 North Cameron Street, Suite 102 

Winchester, Virginia 22601 

Phone: 540-536-1648 

Email:  ad@lvwa.org 

A ProLiteracy Affiliate  

Visit our Website 

www.lvwa.org 

To complete a volunteer application  

    

    Seasons Greetings 

 

Literacy Today 

The Storybook Ball Chapter Three, October 21, 2011. 


